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The Pulpit Commentary. Revelation. 

The Pulpit Commentary. Revelation. Introduction by Rev. T. Randell, 
B. D. Exposition by Rev. A. Plummer, M. A., D. D., assisted by Rev. T, 
Randell and A. T. Bott, M. A. Homiletics by Rev. C. Clemance, B. A., 
D. D. Homilies by various Authors. New York : Anson D. F. Randolph 
and Co. Pp. xxvii. 585. Price $2.00. 

The Introduction to this commentary on Revelation presents the argument 
for the early date of the book quite fully, has a detailed statement concerning 
the manuscripts and versions, an excellent discussion of the Greek style, and 
an analytical conspectus of the contents of the book, but omits all considera- 
tion of the various schools of interpretation or any sign of that which is to be 
adopted in the exposition which follows. It contains, therefore, much that in 
so popular a commentary is scarcely useful and fails to include what is well 
nigh vital to one beginning the study of the Apocalypse. Without doubt 
the feature of the book is the exposition of Dr. Plummer which is thorough 
and able. In its main lines it follows the interpretation of Professor Milligan, 
who has written what are on the whole the best works on this portion of Scrip- 
ture. The homiletical division is full and quite satisfactory. There is sub- 
stantial agreement between all the writers of the various parts of the book, 
which is as good as the average of this large series of popular commentaries, 
though containing nothing strikingly brilliant. 

A New Study of the Apocalypse. 

The World Lighted : A Study of the Apocalypse. By Charles Edward 
Smith. New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1890. Pp. 218. Price 75cts. 
It is a pity that a work of real originality such as is here given us should be 
condemned to wear so lurid a title. It creates in the mind a prejudice against 
the book itself, while it conveys no hint of the contents or of the author's pur- 
pose. But whoever has the curiosity or the courage to take up the book, in 
spite of this unprepossessing invitation, will find a discussion characterized by 
great commonsense and striking insight. It proposes to do what so many 
students have proposed before to do — to explain the idea and contents of the 
Book of Revelation. The attempt is modestly made. The writer is conscious 
that he is tremendously handicapped by the failures of the past. He asks for 
sympathy and good will. His arguments are presented in language which, 
though sometimes exuberant and diffuse, is never boastful or belligerent. He 
thinks that he has discovered the Key to the book. It lies in the first chapter, 
in the symbol of the stars, candlesticks and the sun which accompany the 
manifestation of the Son of Man. Translated into words, the symbol gives us 
the ruling idea of the Apocalypse — "The progress of Truth in Enlightening 
and Saving Mankind." The Apocalypse is the picture of " the world lighted " 
by the diffusion of the truth of God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. To this 
fundamental purpose, by a sober exegesis, Mr. Smith succeeds in making the 



